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Describe one feature...

How useful is source
X for Y?

Identify a feature relevant to the
question and then provide some extra
detail about that feature. There is no
need to add reasons, judgements or
evaluations.

Identify how useful a source is for the
enquiry in the question, what does it
say or show which is relevant, what can
you infer from it? Think about the
historical context, does it seem
accurate and typical of the time? Who
produced it and when? Are they
reliable? Make a judgement about how
useful it is and explain why.

How could you follow 
up?

How could you investigate something
further in a particular source using a
different source?

How far do you
agree...?

Identify and explain evidence which
supports and challenges the statement
in the question. You must then make
your own final judgement explaining
why you agree or disagree with the
statement.
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Explain the
importance of X
for Y

Suggest one reason
why… 

Discuss the consequences of X
for Y e.g. how the importance of X
helped cause Y.

Give a reason for why two
interpretations might offer different
views on something with reference
to the sources. Explain your answer
using examples from the sources.

What is the main
difference…?

Identify the views in each
interpretation which relate to the
enquiry in the question. Explain how
the two interpretations differ in
relation to the enquiry and provide
examples from the interpretations to
illustrate this.

Explain why… Give clear reasons for why
something happened, ideally three
reasons.

Infer Provide information you can extract
from a source that is not directly
stated. Support your inference with
evidence from the source mentioned
in the question.
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