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Oxford Revise | AQA GCSE French Higher | Answers | 
Theme 2 

Listening 

Section A: Listening comprehension 

Question number  Answer  Mark  

1.1 B 1  

1.2 A 1 

2 A and B 1  

3.1 a new joke  1  

3.2 there aren’t too many adverts 1  

4.1  fashion advice 1  

4.2   special effects 1  

5   B and C 2 

6 A and D 2  

Section B: Dictation 
1 Nous les suivons en ligne. 

2 Sortez avec eux ce soir! 

3 Elle apprendra à jouer du piano. 

4 Je vais acheter une carte de Noël. 

5 J’étais en train de regarder cette comédie.  

 

The dictation is assessed for Communication of meaning (AO1) and Transcription and grammatical accuracy 
(AO3). The response is assessed across all the spoken extracts as a whole (maximum 10 marks). 
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Level  Mark Communication of meaning (AO1) 

5 5 The meaning of the spoken extracts is communicated very clearly throughout. 
4 4 The meaning of the spoken extracts is almost always communicated clearly. 
3 3 The meaning of the spoken extracts is mostly communicated. 
2 2 The meaning of the spoken extracts is sometimes communicated. 
1 1 The meaning of the spoken extracts is rarely communicated. 
0 0 The meaning of the spoken extracts communicated does not meet the standard for  

Level 1 at this tier. 
Level  Mark Transcription and grammatical accuracy (AO3) 

5 5 Words are always or nearly always transcribed correctly with a very high level of  
grammatical accuracy. 

4 4 Words are frequently transcribed correctly with a good level of 
grammatical accuracy. 

3 3 Words are generally transcribed correctly with a reasonable level of 
grammatical accuracy. 

2 2 Words are occasionally transcribed correctly with a limited level of 
grammatical accuracy. 

1 1 Words are very rarely transcribed correctly with a very limited level of 
grammatical accuracy. 

0 0 Transcription and grammatical accuracy do not meet the standard for Level 1 at 
this tier. 

More guidance on applying the Dictation marking criteria is available on the AQA website. 

  

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/19024a9046a679d872017f24559c0538b83d7819.pdf
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Speaking 

Part 1: Role-play 
There are five tasks for the Role-play, each of which will be awarded up to 2 marks for AO2 (10 marks in total). 

For each task: 

Mark AO2 

2 The message is conveyed without ambiguity. 
1 The message is partially conveyed or conveyed with some ambiguity. 
0 No part of the message is conveyed. 

More guidance on applying the Role-play marking criteria is available on the AQA website. 

Example answers: 

1 Je préfère les sports d’équipe. Ils sont plus amusants.  

2 Mon émission préférée est la météo parce que c’est utile.  

3 Samedi dernier, je suis allé(e) au centre commercial avec mes copains.  

4 On peut acheter des cadeaux.  

5 Tu joues d’un instrument?  

Part 2: Reading aloud task 
Reading aloud of the text (5 marks AO3) 

Level  Mark AO3 

5 5 Pronunciation is always or nearly always accurate but there may be an  
occasional minor error. 

4 4 There are a few minor errors in pronunciation. 
3 3 There are some minor errors and very occasional major errors in pronunciation. 
2 2 There are minor errors and a few major errors in pronunciation. 
1 1 There are regular minor and some major errors in pronunciation. 
0 0 Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 

Audio of a sample reading aloud answer is provided on the OUP Revise MFL website. 

Response to compulsory questions (10 marks AO1) 

The response to the four compulsory questions is marked as a whole, according to the following criteria. Marks 
are not awarded to individual questions. 

  

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/4556de7721919cac9a68b7048ee9828c628a06cc.pdf
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Level  Mark AO1 

5 9–10 • All questions are answered clearly. 
• At least two answers have an extended response and at least one other is 

developed well. 
4 7–8 • At least three questions are answered clearly. 

• One answer has an extended response and at least one other is 
developed well. 

3 5–6 • At least two questions are answered clearly. 
• One answer is developed well and at least one other is developed minimally. 

2 3–4 • At least two questions are answered understandably. 
• One answer is developed minimally. 

1 1–2 • At least one question is answered understandably. 
• The answer(s) may be a very limited response. 

0 0 Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 

More guidance on applying the Reading aloud marking criteria is available on the AQA website. 

Example answers: 

1 C’est plus cher et les gens font trop de bruit. En plus, il faut aller en ville.  

2 Je pense que certaines vidéos sont très amusantes. Il y a beaucoup de vidéos d’animaux et je les aime bien.  

3 Les gens aiment écouter de la musique pour se relaxer. C’est bien aussi pour bouger, quand on fait de  
l’exercice.  

4 Je préfère les passe-temps actifs. Par exemple, j’adore jouer au foot et nager.  

Part 3: Photo card task 
Response to the content of the photos (5 marks AO2) 

 

Level  Mark AO2 

5 5 • A lot of information is conveyed. 
• Information is always conveyed clearly. 

4 4 • A lot of information is conveyed. 
• Information is nearly always conveyed clearly. 

3 3 • Quite a lot of information is conveyed. 
• Information is nearly always conveyed clearly. 

2 2 • Quite a lot of information is conveyed. 
• Information may lack clarity from time to time. 

1 1 • Some information is conveyed. 
• Information lacks clarity from time to time. 

0 0 Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 

 

  

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/4556de7721919cac9a68b7048ee9828c628a06cc.pdf
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Example answer: 

Sur la première photo, deux personnes célèbrent leur mariage. Par contre, sur la deuxième photo, c’est le jour de 
Noël.  

Sur la première photo, je vois un couple gay et beaucoup d’autres personnes. Je pense que les deux hommes 
viennent de se marier. Ils sont en train de servir leur gâteau de mariage.   

À gauche et à droite, il y a leurs amis ou leur famille, qui regardent les deux maris. Tout le monde porte de beaux 
vêtements. Ils semblent très contents parce qu’ils sourient.  

Sur la table, il y a des fleurs et deux verres de vin. Je pense que c’est le soir car il y a beaucoup de lumières.   

Sur la deuxième photo, je vois une famille de trois personnes dans sa maison. Il y a une mère avec deux enfants – 
un garçon et une fille. Derrière eux, il y a un arbre de Noël. On peut aussi voir des lumières, des livres et une 
fenêtre. Sous l’arbre, il y a beaucoup de boîtes.  

La petite fille est en train d’ouvrir un cadeau. Ils semblent tous très contents.  

 

Photo card unprepared conversation (15 marks AO1 and 5 marks AO3) 

Marks are awarded for AO1 and AO3 for this part of the test (total 20 marks). 

Level  Mark AO1 

5 13–15 • A lot of information is conveyed. 
• Consistent good development with regular extended responses. 
• Information is always or nearly always conveyed clearly. 

4 10–12 • A lot of information is conveyed. 
• Consistent good development with some extended responses. 
• Information is conveyed clearly, but with occasional lapses. 

3 7–9 • Quite a lot of information is conveyed. 
• Consistent good development with occasional extended responses. 
• Information is generally conveyed clearly. 

2 4–6 • Quite a lot of information is conveyed. 
• Regular good development of responses. 
• Information may lack clarity from time to time. 

1 1–3 • Some information is conveyed. 
• Some good development and regular minimal development of responses. 
• Information lacks clarity from time to time. 

0 0  Does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 
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The unprepared conversation in the test will last between four and a half and five and a half minutes. More 
guidance on applying the Photo card marking criteria is available on the AQA website. 

Example answers: 

1 Je voudrais un mariage religieux parce que la foi est importante pour moi. En plus, j’aime les traditions. 

2 J’adore la Saint-Valentin parce que c’est amusant. J’adore envoyer des cartes en secret.  

3 Je voudrais recevoir un nouveau portable mais c’est trop cher donc pour mon anniversaire, j’ai 
demandé un sac.  

  

Level  Mark AO3 

5 5 • Wide variety of vocabulary and structures. 
• There may be a few minor errors. Few or no major errors when more complex 

language is attempted. 
4 4 • Very good variety of vocabulary and structures. 

• Some minor errors. Some major errors when more complex language 
is attempted. 

3 3 • Good variety of vocabulary and structures, but with occasional repetition. 
• Quite a lot of minor errors. Occasional major errors, not only in attempts at 

more complex language. 
2 2 • Good variety of vocabulary and structures, but with some repetition. 

• Frequent minor errors. Some major errors, which occur even in basic language. 
1 1 • Some variety of vocabulary and structures, but with regular repetition. 

• Frequent minor errors and some major errors in most responses to questions. 
0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/4556de7721919cac9a68b7048ee9828c628a06cc.pdf
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Reading 

Section A: Reading comprehension 

Question number  Answer  Mark 

1 B  1 

2 B 1 

3 A 1 

4 C 1 

5 P 1 

6 N 1 

7 P 1 

8 N 1 

9 F 1 

10 P and N 1 

11 P 1 

12 N 1 

13 P 1 

11 P and N 1 

Section B: Translation into English 

French  English translation  Alternative translation Mark  

Nous faisons de la natation  We go swimming  We swim / do swimming  1  
toutes les semaines.   every week.  weekly.   1  
Quand il était plus jeune,  When he was younger  -  1  
il jouait d’un instrument.  he used to play an instrument.  he played an instrument.  1  
Ce soir, après le spectacle,  Tonight, after the show,  This evening  1  
il y aura un feu d’artifice.   there will be a fireworks display.   (some) fireworks.  1  
Depuis six mois,  For six months  -  1  
je partage mes pensées sur des 
réseaux sociaux.  

I’ve been sharing my thoughts on 
social media.  

social networks  1  

À la fête, elles nous ont donné  At the party they gave us  -  1  
un cadeau et une carte.   a present and a card.  a gift and a card. 1  
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Writing 

Section A: Translation into French 
Question 1 

The maximum mark for this translation task is 10 marks. The translation is divided into 15 elements and a tick is 
awarded for each element that is communicated, despite any minor inaccuracies. The number of ticks out of 15 
equates to a mark out of five, as shown in Grid One below the answers. When awarding the marks for Grid One 
and Grid Two, the response across all five sentences should be considered as a whole.  

Answers 

  English French translation  Alternative translation 

1  I like to follow  J’aime suivre  J’adore suivre  

2  celebrities online.  des célébrités en ligne.  des stars / des personnes célèbres sur  
Internet.   

3  She is going to join  Elle va s’inscrire dans  Elle s’inscrira à  

4  a football team  une équipe de foot / football   -   

5  this year.  cette année.  - 

6  We went shopping  Nous avons fait du shopping  On est allés / Nous sommes allés aux 
magasins / Nous avons fait / On a fait 
les magasins / les courses  

7  in town but unfortunately,  en ville mais malheureusement,  au centre-ville  

8  we didn’t buy anything.  nous n’avons rien acheté.  on n’a rien acheté.  

9  Do you want  Est-ce que tu veux  Veux-tu / Tu veux  

10  to spend a day  passer une journée  passer un jour  

11  in London with me?  à Londres avec moi?  -  

12  I was watching  Je regardais  -  

13  my favourite programme  mon émission préférée  -  

14  on TV when  à la télé quand  télévision  

15  everyone arrived.  tout le monde est arrivé.  -  

 

The number of ticks out of 15 in column 2 of Grid One below equates to a mark out of five in column 3. 
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Grid One: Rendering of the original meaning 

 

Once the mark for Grid One is awarded, a mark out of five is awarded for Grid Two. This mark is based on the 
responses across all five sentences as a whole. 

Grid Two: Knowledge of vocabulary and grammar 

More guidance on applying the Translation into French marking criteria is available on the AQA website. 

Section B 
Question 2 

The maximum mark for this question is 15 (10 marks for AO2 and 5 marks for AO3). All bullet points must be 
covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullets. 

Level  Number of ticks 
credited 

Mark AO3 

5 13–15 5 The meanings of all or nearly all elements of the original language are 
sufficiently rendered. 

4 10–12 4 The meanings of most elements of the original language are 
sufficiently rendered. 

3 7–9 3 The meanings of some elements of the original language are 
sufficiently rendered. 

2 4–6 2 The meanings of few elements of the original language are 
sufficiently rendered. 

1 1–3 1 The meanings of very few elements of the original language are 
sufficiently rendered. 

0 0 0 No elements of the meanings of the original language are conveyed. 

Level  Mark AO3 

5 5 • Very good knowledge of the required vocabulary. Few if any inappropriate or 
omitted items. 

• Grammar is highly accurate and any errors that occur are only minor. 

4 4 • Good knowledge of vocabulary. Some inappropriate or omitted items. 
• Grammar is generally accurate with regular minor errors.  

3 3 • Satisfactory knowledge of vocabulary. Regular inappropriate or omitted items. 
• Grammar is more accurate than inaccurate. Regular major and minor errors. 

2 2 • Limited knowledge of vocabulary. Many inappropriate or omitted items. 
• Grammar is generally inaccurate. Many major and minor errors. 

1 1 • Very limited knowledge of vocabulary. Few appropriate items. 
• Grammar is highly inaccurate. Major and minor errors in all or almost all sentences. 

0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 

https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/7c8d4b42c166fe23dcb63897becd7682b0fbea94.pdf
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Level  Mark AO2 

5 9–10 • All three bullet points are covered. 
• Communication is clear. 
• Ideas are regularly developed, with a lot of relevant information being conveyed. 

4 7–8 • All three bullet points are covered. 
• Communication is mostly clear but perhaps with occasional lapses in clarity. 
• Ideas are often developed, with quite a lot of relevant information being conveyed. 

3 5–6 • At least two bullet points are covered. 
• Communication is generally clear, but there are likely to be lapses in clarity. 
• A few ideas may be developed, and some relevant information is conveyed. 

2 3–4 • At least one bullet point is covered. 
• Communication is sometimes clear and there are regular lapses in clarity. 
• Little relevant information is conveyed. 

1 1–2 • At least one bullet point is covered. 
• Communication is often not clear and there are very many lapses in clarity. 
• Very little relevant information is conveyed. 

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier. 
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2.1 Example answer:  

J’adore mon anniversaire parce que c’est en été et qu’on peut organiser une fête dans le jardin. J’aime inviter tous 
mes amis.  

Malheureusement, l’année dernière, j’étais malade le jour de mon anniversaire donc je l’ai célébré une semaine 
plus tard avec ma famille. Nous sommes allés au théâtre pour voir un spectacle qui était super. Après, on a mangé 
dans un restaurant.  

Cette année, j’espère que je vais recevoir de l’argent parce que je préfère choisir mes propres cadeaux! Je voudrais 
faire du shopping au centre commercial avec mes copains.  

  

Level  Mark AO3 

5 5 • A good variety of vocabulary is used. 
• There are regular attempts at complexity of language and structure. 
• There are references to all three time frames, which are mainly successful. 
• Any errors are mainly minor but some major errors may occur, particularly in 

complex structures and sentences. 
4 4 • A variety of vocabulary is used. 

• There are some attempts at complexity of language and structure. 
• There are references to at least two different time frames, which are 

mainly successful. 
• Errors are mainly minor but some major errors may occur. 

3 3 • Some variety of vocabulary is used. 
• There may be occasional attempts at complexity of language and structure. 
• There are references to at least two different time frames, although these may not 

always be successful. 
• There may be some major errors, and minor errors occur regularly, but overall the 

response is more accurate than inaccurate. 
2 2 • A limited variety of vocabulary is used. 

• The language is mainly simple, but there may be some attempts at longer sentences 
with appropriate linking words. 

• There may be no successful references to different time frames. 
• There may be frequent major and minor errors, and overall the response is 

generally inaccurate. 
1 1 • The range of vocabulary is narrow and/or repetitive. 

• The language is simple and sentences are short or may not be 
properly constructed. 

• There are no successful references to different time frames. 
• There may be frequent major and minor errors, and overall the response is 

highly inaccurate. 
0 0 The language does not meet the standard required for Level 1 at this tier. 
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2.2 Example answer:  

Mon actrice préférée est américaine et je la trouve excellente. Elle est assez petite, elle a les yeux bleus et les 
cheveux courts et noirs. Elle est belle et intelligente.  

Hier soir, je suis allé(e) au cinéma avec mes amis et j’ai vu un bon film. C’était un film d’action avec des effets 
spéciaux. J’ai aussi aimé les pubs et la musique du film.  

Le week-end prochain, je vais regarder une émission de télé-réalité avec ma famille. Si ma mère doit travailler, je 
vais l’enregistrer pour elle.  

Section C 
Question 3 

The maximum mark for this question is 25 (15 marks for AO2 and 10 marks for AO3). Both bullet points must be 
covered, but there is no need for equal coverage of the bullets. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Level  Mark AO2 

5 13–15 • A lot of information is conveyed in relation to the task. 
• Regular successful development of ideas, accounts and/or description. 
• Communication is clear with very few or no lapses in clarity. 

4 10–12 • Quite a lot of information is conveyed in relation to the task. 
• Regular attempts at development of ideas, accounts and/or description which 

are mostly successful. 
• Communication is mostly clear but there are a few lapses in clarity. 

3 7–9 • An adequate amount of information is conveyed in relation to the task. 
• Some successful development of ideas, accounts and/or description. 
• Communication is usually clear but there are some lapses in clarity. 

2 4–6 • Some information is conveyed in relation to the task. 
• A little development of ideas, accounts and/or description. 
• Communication is sometimes unclear and there are regular lapses in clarity. 

1 1–3 • A limited amount of information is conveyed in relation to the task. 
• Very limited or no development of ideas, accounts and/or description. 
• Communication is often unclear and there are frequent lapses in clarity. 

0 0 The content does not meet the standard required for a mark at this tier. 
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In this question, the marks for AO3 are split between Range and use of language (Grid 1) and Accuracy (Grid 2). 

Grid one: Range and use of language 

Grid two: Accuracy 

 

  

Level  Mark AO3 (Range and use of language) 

5 5 • Very good variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures. 
• Complex language is regularly attempted and is often successful. 

4 4 • Good variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures. 
• Complex language is regularly attempted and is generally successful. 

3 3 • Some variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures. 
• Complex language is occasionally attempted and is sometimes successful. 

2 2 • Little variety of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures. 
• Short and simple structures are often used but there is also regular use of 

longer sentences, with linking words. 
1 1 • Very little variety of appropriate vocabulary. 

• Structures used are mainly short and simple. 
0 0 The range of language produced does not meet the standard required for a mark  

at this tier. 

Level  Mark AO3 (Accuracy) 
5 5 • The response is usually accurate, although there may be occasional major and 

some minor errors, especially in attempts at more complex structures. 
• Verbs and tense formations are secure. 

4 4 • The response is generally accurate with several major and minor errors, usually 
in attempts at more complex structures. 

• Verbs and tense formations are generally correct. 
3 3 • The response is reasonably accurate. There are major and minor errors in both 

simple and complex structures. 
• Verb and tense formations are sometimes correct. 

2 2 • The response is more inaccurate than accurate. There are frequent major and 
minor errors. 

• Verb and tense formations are often incorrect. 
1 1 • The response is mostly inaccurate. There are major and minor errors in 

all sentences. 
• Verb and tense formations are nearly always incorrect. 

0 0 The accuracy of language produced does not meet the standard required for a  
mark at this tier. 
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3.1 Example answer: 

Tout le monde pense que la vie d’une célébrité doit être facile. Les stars sont riches, elles vont à des fêtes avec 
d’autres personnes célèbres et elles ne travaillent pas beaucoup. Il est vrai que le succès a beaucoup d’avantages 
mais il faut aussi reconnaître ses inconvénients.  

Quand on reçoit trop d’attention dans la presse, on ne peut plus vivre une vie normale. Quand tu sors, il y a 
toujours quelqu’un qui veut un selfie avec toi. Ensuite, les journaux n’hésiteront pas à partager tous les détails de 
tes relations et à te critiquer.  

Malgré ces problèmes, la plupart des jeunes seraient contents de devenir célèbre. Moi, je sais que je veux être 
chanteur / chanteuse. J’ai l’intention de participer à un concours avec une chanson que je suis en train d’écrire. Par 
contre, mon objectif n’est pas de devenir célèbre. J’aimerais simplement suivre mon chemin.  

 

3.2 Example answer: 

À mon avis, il y a beaucoup d’avantages à faire des achats en ligne. D’abord, quand nous avons besoin de faire des 
courses, nous ne sommes pas obligés de sortir pour aller au supermarché. Nous pouvons cliquer sur les produits 
que nous voulons et un employé du magasin les apporte à notre maison.  

Récemment, je suis allé(e) au centre commercial car je voulais de nouveaux vêtements. Malheureusement, ils 
n’avaient pas ma taille, donc j’ai dû les commander sur Internet. Il y a toujours plus de choix et parfois, c’est moins 
cher.  

À Noël, comme j’étais malade, j’ai acheté tous mes cadeaux en ligne. Pour mes deux frères, j’ai cherché des idées 
sur les réseaux sociaux. J’ai trouvé des boissons de sport et deux chapeaux qu’ils adorent. Choisir un cadeau pour 
ma mère était facile aussi: j’ai regardé ses livres pour voir quels auteurs elle préférait. J’adore faire du shopping (et 
des surprises à ma famille)!  
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